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Acclaimed Memoir “Terror at the Sound of a Whistle” Receives the 

Literary Titan Gold Book Award 

 
Award-winning author Caroline Shannon 

Davenport has captivated readers with her 

powerful memoir, Terror at the Sound of a 

Whistle, a hauntingly immersive coming-of- 

age story that has earned the esteemed 

Literary Titan Gold Book Award. With 

themes of love, loss, resilience, and 

redemption, this novel-like memoir 

reconstructs a pivotal era in American history 

while delivering a deeply personal and 

emotionally gripping narrative. 

Set on the outskirts of Toledo, Ohio, during the 

early-to-mid 20th century, Terror at the Sound 

of a Whistle follows the lives of childhood 

friends Caroline and Jimmy as they grow up 

in a shared Victorian home under 

extraordinary circumstances. Beneath the 

surface of their seemingly ordinary existence 

lies a hidden world—an illegal after-hours 

supper club and gambling casino operated by their fathers. Isolated from their peers and 

surrounded by figures of questionable morality, the two children develop an unbreakable bond that 

endures through the trials of adulthood. 

Literary Titan praised the memoir for its "sensitive, nuanced, and deeply immersive 

storytelling," noting its ability to transport readers into a world fraught with tension, heartbreak, 

and enduring love. The review highlighted the novel’s “unshakable sense of impending doom,” 

which keeps readers engaged while offering profound insights into human relationships and 

resilience in the face of adversity. 

Reflecting on the inspiration behind her book, Caroline Shannon Davenport shares, "I have, as 

near as possible, a photographic memory. I remember not just incidents from the past but entire 

conversations, details of where and when. When I started writing Terror, it all came back—Jimmy’s 

voice, my fear, the beauty of those moments. I wrote as if I were there once again." 

Beyond a personal memoir, Terror at the Sound of a Whistle shines a light on historical injustices. 

The illegal gambling operation that shaped the author’s early life exposed her to the political 

corruption of the era, where power, money, and influence dictated justice. "Everything old is new 

again," she remarks, emphasizing the memoir’s contemporary relevance. 

https://www.wroteby.me/carolinedavenport
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Terror at the Sound of a Whistle is available on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Bookstore.org, and 

Goodreads. 

The author is currently scheduling book club discussions, media interviews, and guest speaker 

events at bookstores, libraries, and other literary forums. 

The author’s storytelling prowess, honed over decades, has not only earned her a Literary Titan 

Gold Book Award but has also set the stage for her future literary endeavors. With two upcoming 

novels and a collection of short stories set to be published by Running Wild Press, she continues 

to establish herself as a compelling voice in literature. 

About the Author 

Caroline Shannon Davenport is an award-winning writer whose work spans fiction, memoir, and 

short stories. With a keen ability to blend historical narratives with deeply personal storytelling, 

her writing explores themes of resilience, identity, and social justice. Her past and forthcoming 

works continue to garner critical acclaim, solidifying her reputation as a must-read author. 
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